AN FLHEY ING QLT ING ON

longs peak
3 The: intrepid Victorian
traneed writer Isabella
Bird found both termor
and exhilaration
climbing the peak she
called the “king of the
Rocky Mountains,”

taneding on the summit of Longs Peak in October 1873, Labella
Bird surveved the horson of the Colorado plain, It had been only
five years since John Wesley Powell made the fist non-native
asgent of the 14,255 -foot Bocks, and as the breese caesed Bind's ankle-
lerpeh seirts 1o flap about her legs, ber fatigue gmve e 1o cuphaoria.
“Upliftedd above love and hate and storms of passion, calm amidst
the eternal silenees, fanned by zephyes and bathed in living blue,
peace rested for that one bright day on the Peak.”™ This is how the
tinerant Enplistrasoman described—in charactenstically ecstatic high.
Victorian prose—that moment in a lecter 1o her sister Henrera, Tha
and other equally colorful letters chronicling her explorations
in pioneer-cra Colorado would eventually be published as A Lady's

o I i - ly g
/ “fEA a e
' 'PIL] e e

7 [Vl PN FF. B LS TRATRON COUETESY OF Trel Dlirein

UL EC L PR, WA Y AT RO 8 CnERhrns klaFs

FHOICGAT

[.afe e the Rocky Mansains, The
ook was a semsation, part of o
TEW IMEVETTRING B nature writing
that celebrated wilderiess aml
helped popularize hiking and
camping as keiswre pursaits.

Her influence can be felt
toduy, when, during the July
through-September high scason,
several hundred hikers o day
clamber up Longs, mest following
ruich the same e Bind and her
pearty had all 1o themsehes, Yer oven with modest crowding, the classic
Eeyhole Boute semaing one of the nirest and most exhilarating non-
technical climbs in the Rockies,

Bird's desire 1o ascend Lonags was driven more by a romantic
N l.'l|-'l.':'\-19‘!h}=;||-}f whit dhe saw as s |'H.':|k'h :||l.r|.l|l:;|:l.'|1-l.l|1i|||.!}'|!51:|r|
runately, she was

by a desire 1o test ber oam phvsical staming,
successtul in recruiting a local rapper, “Mountain im™ Mugens,
o lead the assault (wath the help of ceo assistant guides), Bird
deseribed N'i!;;l.'ﬂ'l as 0 man whose “life was dl.'l\.'|'l|:|' stuined with
crimmes and vices.” He dressed in skins, packed o “bosom friend”
{revalver), and Bved in a mountain shack tha kooked Bke “the den of
wwild bease ™ One of hss eves had been mauled ot by @ prizely bear
While “the loss made ane side of the face repulsive,” Bird wrote, “the

‘:“ll-ll.'r |'|'.|_|.'J'|‘. ]'|J.\'L' ll'h'.'l.':'l ﬂ1l'h.ll':l'd il:l |'||J.|I'|I|.-."

While most modern-day hikers tackle
the mountain from the Longs Penk trail-
head, eighs miles from the summin and jusi
off Elighway 7, Bird's entourage horsepacked
soarth out of Estes Park, 19 miles from the
peak, Mountain Jim proved himself the
utatest gentleman during the daylong ap-
preach to the base, and a fine mountaineer
on the ascent itself, He k{'ru; his client so
tightly poped, she later wroe, that she some.
timees felt s il she were being havled wp the
mountain “like o bale of goods.”

Though the casiest of three hiking rouses
ter the summit, Bird's line is nonctheless
exposed nnd srenuous, especially when pass
ing through the enormous, gatelike sione
Farvhode (knewn ns the Notch m Bird's dayl,
which keads toa knife-edge ridge, stll & thow-
said fect shost of the simmn

As the group proceeded along the hedges
thiae hag the west sde of the meuminn—"Tz
was @ time of exmeme rerror,” Bird wrene—
Jim struggled o lind safe possapge toward
the Trough, a sl and Il.u.'l-.:.' b fl."‘ill.i'll'l:.
straightborwurd section of the climb. Today,
rede and yellow-painted bull's-cves mark
this troverse. Bird armived, bruised, dehy-
drated, and gasping for air, a1 the nest obsta-
cle—a lorge chock sone that she referred 1o
a8 the Dog's Lift in bonor of lim®s collic,
Bing, awhes hoe to be hotsted over it. Boosied
an one man's shoulders from below, and
huuled vp by other hands from above, Bird
squeczed around the stone, only 10 be con-
fronted by ansther hasard—the Marrows,
Even voday, most hikers swallow hard be-
fore starting up this ramp troversing the
south face of |.&*|‘-g~ Peak. M ins narrowest
point, the ledge s only wide enough o allow
a single hiker wo shufile upward wowand the
base of the summit mound,

Finally, Bird found hersell on wog. "It wus
something at last,” she wrote, “1o stand upon
the storm-rent crosn of this lonely sentinel of
the Rocky Ranpe, on ene of the mightiest of the vertebrag of the back-
bone of the Marth American continent.” Rt Crallonery

GET THERE: The Lang Prad traillead &5 dn Raclsy Mosotatn Natronel
Pinle (9708 586- 1200 ), oo ey montfeen of Derper, GET GOIMG; Forg
are-cliy SRR RfepE Piteh yoar fend af e firat-conte, ferit-serred came
o weact fer e frarfoead i bepin severad howrs belee daen, Thede
danlefing ruos dfays can camp anlong W cay af the Grdnlias Favest o Brile
Meartare bacheorntry siter, BRING ALONG: frbelly Bivds A Lady’s
Life in the Rocky Mountains § Usreersity of Olslehenne Prezs, $13) 2
smustoread, Gerry Roacds Rocky Mountain National Park: Classic
Hikes & Clinbs (Frwloms, $15) has mute detedle. For o Natssoal Geer
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